Date: 06 November 2026
Ourref: 562539
Your ref: 4/26/2317/0F1

NATURAL
ENGLAND

Customer Services

Chris Harrison Hornbeam House

Cumberland Council Crewe Business Park
Electra Way
Crewe

BY EMAIL ONLY Cheshire
CW16GJ

T 0300 060 3900

Dear Chris Harrison,

Planning consultation: Proposed residential development of no.51 houses and bungalows
including infrastructure, landscaping and BNG uplift
Location: Land at Flosh Meadows, Cleator

Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 15 October 2026, which was received by
Natural England on the same date.

Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.

SUMMARY OF NATURAL ENGLAND’S ADVICE

FURTHER INFORMATION REQUIRED TO DETERMINE IMPACTS ON DESIGNATED SITES
As submitted, the application could have potential significant effects on the River Ehen Special
Area of Conservation and River Ehen (Ennerdale Water to Keekle Confluence) Site of Special
Scientific Interest. Natural England requires further information in order to determine the
significance of these impacts and the scope for mitigation.

The following information is required:
¢ A Habitats Regulations Assessment

Without this information, Natural England may need to object to the proposal.
Please re-consult Natural England once this information has been obtained.

Natural England’s further advice on designated sites/landscapes and advice on other issues is set
out below.

Additional Information required

Despite the proximity of the application to European Sites, the consultation documents provided do
not include information to demonstrate that the requirements of regulation 63 of the Conservation of
Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) have been considered by your authority, i.e.
the consultation does not include a Habitats Regulations Assessment.

It is Natural England’s advice that the proposal is not directly connected with or necessary for the
management of the European site. Your authority should therefore determine whether the proposal
is likely to have a significant effect on any European site, proceeding to the Appropriate Assessment
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stage where significant effects cannot be ruled out. Natural England must be consulted on any
appropriate assessment your authority may decide to make.

Natural England advises that there is currently not enough information provided in the application to
determine whether the likelihood of significant effects can be ruled out.

We recommend you obtain the following information to help you undertake a Habitats Regulations
Assessment:

o Details of any potential run-off pathways into the River Ehen SAC

The Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) should be updated inline with the HRA
findings.

Please note that if your authority is minded to grant planning permission contrary to the advice in
this letter, you are required under Section 28I (6) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as
amended) to notify Natural England of the permission, the terms on which it is proposed to grant it
and how, if at all, your authority has taken account of Natural England’s advice. You must also allow
a further period of 21 days before the operation can commence.

Other advice
Further general advice on protected species and other natural environment issues is provided at
Annex A.

Should the applicant wish to discuss the further information required and scope for mitigation with
Natural England, we would be happy to provide advice through our Discretionary Advice Service.

Please consult us again once the information requested above, has been provided.

Yours sincerely

Claudia Sephton
Cumbria Area Team
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/developers-get-environmental-advice-on-your-planning-proposals

Annex A — Natural England general advice

Biodiversity duty

Section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (legislation.gov.uk) places a
duty on the local planning authority to conserve and enhance biodiversity as part of its decision making.
We refer you to the Complying with the biodiversity duty - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) for further information.

Protected Species

Natural England has produced Protected species and development: advice for local planning authorities
- GOV.UK (standing advice) to help planning authorities understand the impact of particular
developments on protected species.

Natural England will only provide bespoke advice on protected species where they form part of a Site of
Special Scientific Interest or in exceptional circumstances. A protected species licence may be required
in certain cases. We refer you to Wildlife licences: when you need to apply (www.gov.uk) for more
information.

Local sites and priority habitats and species

The local planning authority should consider the impacts of the proposed development on any local
wildlife or geodiversity site, in line with paragraphs N2.1 and N6.1(c) of the NPPF and any relevant
development plan policy. There may also be opportunities to enhance local sites and improve their
connectivity to help nature’s recovery. Natural England does not hold locally specific information on local
sites and recommends further information is obtained from appropriate bodies such as the local
environmental records centre, wildlife trust, geoconservation groups or recording societies. Emerging
Local nature recovery strategies - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) may also provide further useful information.

Those habitats and species which are of particular importance for nature conservation are included as
‘priority habitats and species’ in the England Biodiversity List published under section 41 of the Natural
Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006. Most priority habitats will be mapped either as Sites of
Special Scientific Interest on the Magic website or as Local Wildlife Sites. We refer you to Habitats and
species of principal importance in England (gov.uk) for a list of priority habitats and species in England.
You should consider priority habitats and species when applying your ‘biodiversity duty’ to your policy or
decision making

Natural England does not routinely hold priority species data. Such data should be collected when
impacts on priority habitats or species are considered likely.

Consideration should also be given to the potential environmental value of brownfield sites, often found
in urban areas and former industrial land. We refer you to the Brownfield Hub - Buglife for more
information and Natural England’s Open Mosaic Habitat (Draft) - data.gov.uk (Open Mosaic Habitat
inventory), which can be used as the starting point for detailed brownfield land assessments.

Biodiversity and wider environmental gains

Development should provide net gains for biodiversity in line with the NPPF paragraphs 17(c) N1.2 and
N2.3. Unless exempt all new Town and Country Planning Act development are also required by law to
deliver a biodiversity gain of at least 10% from 12 February 2024 and this requirement was extended to
minor development from April 2024. This legal requirement will be extended to all new nationally
significant infrastructure projects (NSIPs) development consent order (DCO) applications from 2"
November 2026.

Biodiversity Net Gain guidance (gov.uk) provides more information on biodiversity net gain and includes
a link to the Biodiversity Net Gain Planning Practice Guidance (gov.uk) and the recently updated list of
BNG exemptions.

The statutory biodiversity metric must be used to calculate biodiversity losses and gains for terrestrial
and intertidal habitats and can be used to inform any development project. We refer you to Calculate
biodiversity value with the statutory biodiversity metric for more information. For minor development
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/biodiversity-metric-calculate-the-biodiversity-net-gain-of-a-project-or-development

sites, The Small Sites Metric may be used where these sites meet the criteria to use this Small Sites
Metric. This is a simplified version of the statutory biodiversity metric and is designed for use where
certain criteria are met.

The mitigation hierarchy as set out in paragraph N2.2 of the NPPF should be followed to firstly consider
what existing habitats within the site can be retained or enhanced. Where on-site measures are not
possible, provision off-site will need to be considered.

Where off-site delivery of biodiversity gain is proposed on a special site designated for nature (e.g. a
SSSI or habitats site) prior consent or assent may be required from Natural England. More information
is available on Sites of Special Scientific Interest: managing your land

Development also provides opportunities to secure wider biodiversity enhancements linked to Local
Nature Recovery Strategies and wider environmental gains, as outlined in the NPPF (paragraphs
N2.1(a-g), N3 and N6). Opportunities for enhancement might include incorporating features to support
specific species within the design of new buildings such as swift or bat boxes or designing lighting to
encourage wildlife and incorporating trees into development. Development should also take account of
nationally and locally protected sites.

The Environmental Benefits from Nature Tool - Beta Test Version - JP038 (naturalengland.org.uk) may
be used to identify opportunities to enhance wider benefits from nature and to avoid and minimise any
negative impacts. It is designed to work alongside the statutory biodiversity metric.

Natural environment - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) provides further information on biodiversity net gain, the
mitigation hierarchy and wider environmental net gain.
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